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Israel 


O master-workman,  toiling  age  by  age 
To  shape  the  stubborn  nations  of  the  world 
Making  staunch  plowshares  for  unbroken  fields 
From  iron  sword-souls  of  the  Tartar  East, 

Setting  mysterious  jeweis  in  dim  gold 
From  Asiaj  from  pale,  silver  of  the  North 
Hammering  great  beakers  that  shall  hold  thy  wine, 
Red  wine,  strong  wine,  the  wine  thy  sons  shall  drink- 
The  vintage  of  the  Masters  of  the  earth,- 
Stern  toiler  in  the  workshop  of  the  Lord, 

Thou  werkest  with  all  metals  and  all  tools. 

O passionate  workman  turning  into  vast, 

Glowing  reality  Qods  dim  design, 

Thine  eyes  are  dull  with  straining  after  visions 
Thy  back  is  bent  with  making  and  unmaking 
With  infinite  patience  destinies  of  peoples. 

Thy  face  is  seared  by  furnaces  of  beauty, 

Thine  are  despair  and  weariness and  thine 

The  sane  and  saving  dream,  0 Israel! 

Lo,  1,  the  meanest  of  the  Master’s  tools, 

Have  made  thi's  song  for  prtde  of  Israel. 
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0 Little  Bird  of  Mine 
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(A  Lullaby) 

English  Version  by 
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Rozhinkes  mit  Mandlen 

Raisins  and  Almonds 


English  Version  by 
CONSTANCE  RaMSAY  GiDEON 


(From  Goldfaden’s^'^Shulamis’O 


Arranged  by 

Henry  Gideon 
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Pretty  am  I 


Arranged  by 

Henry  Gideon 


English  Version  by 
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Song  of  the  Little  Bird 
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Vos-zhe  Vilstu 

Will  you  marry 


English  Version  by 
CONSTANCE  RaMSAY  GiDEON 


Arranged  by 

Henry  Gideon 
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\Ve  hope  that  you,  to  whom  this  book  comes,  will  have  as  much  pleasure  in 
it  as  did  we,  who  made  it.  We  do  not  promise  that  you  will  find  here  much  that 
is  new,  0 friends  from  the  East  of  Europe.  But  you  will  find  that  your  old  fam- 
iliars  among  the  songs  have  new  dresses. 

The  new  dresses  are  the  accompaniments  and  the  translations.  These  are 
our  contribution. 

Where  we  have  found  several  versions  of  a song  we  have  usedthat  onewhich 
seemed  to  us  the  best  and  the  most  characteristic. 

Much  of  the  joy  of  gathering  folk-songs  lies  in  this-that  we  collect  folk 
as  well  as  songs.  We  should  have  been  poorer  in  our  lives,  as  well  as  in  our 
rausic,  had  we  not  known  such  people  as  Mary  Antin  and  her  family  (her  father 
we  loved  dearly,  as  did  all  who  knew  him),-  Lewis  Cahan,  whose  body  lives  in 
Brooklyn  but  whose  spirit  goes  far  abroad,  seeking  out  all  frue  folksingers 
and  gathering  their  songs  as  a bee  gathers  honey;  Semcha  Kaplan,  who  first 
taught  US  to  love  the  Yiddish  Folksong;  Perez  Hirshbein,  whose  plays  and  po- 
ems  have  touched  the  plain  jargon  with  magic;  Samuel  Gerson,Isaiah  Shrib- 
man,  and  many  others  whose  kindness  has  warmed  our  hearts  and  whosesongS 
have  enriched  our  lives. 

We  are  also  indebted  to  the  collections  of  Ginsburg  and  Marek, andof  the 
Society  for  Yiddish  Folkmusic,in  Petrograd;  of  Lewis  Cahan  and  Platon Broun- 
off,  in  this  country;  and  to  the  musical  Supplement  of  the  magazine  OST  und 
WEST,  formerly  published  in  Berlin. 

CONSTANCE  and  HENRY  GIDEON 


INTRODUCTION 

There  is  little  of  the  honeysuckle  about  Yiddish  Folksongj  ratherthe  rosemary 
and  the  rue.  Even  in  the  expression  of  love  Sentiment,  of  the  young  raan’s  ardor  and 
courtship,  the  pattem  is  ititerwoven  with  the  passionate  melancholy  of  a sensitive 
race  strugglingto  spiritual  triumph  through  centuries  of  suffering.  Here  and  there 
the  mood  is  lighter,  attaining  a delightful  whimsy,  amounting  almost  to  a sly  mis- 
chievousness,  or,  under  the  influence  of  the  Professional  wedding-jester  (Badchon), 
developing  into  broad  and  rollicking  fun.  But  for  the  most  part  one  feels  theun- 
derlying  surge  of  protest,  the  cry  against  inhumanity  and  oppression,the  sor- 
row  and  thegrief  of  long  suffering,  and  the  forced  repression  of  so  many  of  the 
gayer  and  more  spontaneous  reactions  of  life.  To  hear  these  songs  is  to  open  a 
window  upon  the  mediaeval  ghetto,  upon  the  narrow  and  crooked  streets  and  the 
hot  tumultuous  life  of  ä crowded  quarter,  upon  the  wailing  of  the  wivesand  the 
mothersandthe  oniinous  shiver  of  anticipated  persecution.  Through  the  notes 
steal,here  and  there,  shadowy,  unforgettable  figures,  never  blatant  but  always 
soft,gray,  and  harmonious;  or  in  a sudden  wistful  flash  there  is  a Vignette  of  a 
mother  seated  in  her  doorway,  nursing  her  child  and  crooning  over  its  futurein 
a haunting  prophecy.  All  the  color  of  the  warm,  vivid  life  of  a poetic  people  is 
here  -here  in  its  purest,  most  limpid  form;  the  song  of  the  folk,  the  direct  and 
genuine  expression  of  a racOi 
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Key  to  pronunciation  of  Yiddish  text 
There  are  no  silent  letters 
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father 
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yy 
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yy 

bell 
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yy 
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yy 

fall  (never  like  o in  rose) 
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yy 
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yy 

full 
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yy 
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yy 

yoke 

ai 

yy 
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yy 

mind 

ei 

yy 

ei 

yy 

neighhor  (not  like  the  German  ei) 
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?) 

yy 
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yy 

go 

zh 
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yy 
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yy 

azure 
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Israel 


0 master-workman , toiling  age  by  age 
To  shape  the  stubborn  nations  of  the  world 
Making  staunch  plowshares  for  unt)roken  fields 
From  iron  sword-souls  of  the  Tartar  East, 

Setting  mysterious  jeweis  in  dim  gold 
From  Asia;  from  pale  silver  of  the  North 
Hammering  great  beakers  that  shall  hold  thy  wine, 
Red  wine,  strong  wine,  the  wine  thy  s^ns  shall  drink- 
The  vintage  of  the  Masters  of  the  earth,- 
Stern  toiler  in  the  workshop  of  the  Lord, 

Thou  workest  with  all  metals  and  all  tools. 

0 passionate  workman  turning  inte  vast, 

Glowing  reality  Gods  dim  design, 

Thine  eyes  are  dull  with  straining  after  visions 
Thy  back  is  bent  with  making  and  unmaking 
With  infinite  patience  destinies  of  peoples. 

Thy  face  is  seared  by  furnaces  of  beauty, 

Thine  are  despair  and  weariness and  thine 

The  sane  and  saving  dream,  0 Israel! 
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Have  tnade  this  song  for  prtde  of  Israel. 
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English  Version  by 
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